
The Amateur Virtual Observatory

Exercise 12: Installing Aladin on your computer

Prerequisites: Computer with Internet connection. Administrator level access
to install Aladin & create batch files. Java installed on your computer

Introduction: The Aladin Website has two ways of accessing Aladin (as of 
1/1/2021).

 The Aladin Lite Previewer this was the subject of exercise 1. Aladin 
Lite has a limited set of capabilities – try it but you will need to use the 
full version of Aladin to complete the rest of the exercises.

 Download Aladin on your machine the instructions for downloading 
and installing Aladin can be found by following the download link on 
the Aladin website above.

Caution when installing Aladin

 If Aladin is updated you will need to update the copy of the Aladin.jar 
file on your machine if you want to run the latest version. There is no 
automatic update facility. You need to check the Aladin homepage for 
new releases.

 You may not be able to install Aladin if you do not have the correct 
administrator rights to your computer.

 Aladin used to have an outreach / undergraduate mode with a limited 
set of facilities. This mode is no longer provided due to the 
simplification of the user interface and the number of complaints about 
features not working from those using the restricted interface.

Installing Aladin: The instructions for installing Aladin to your computer are 
on the download page on the Aladin website. It is worth noting that the file 
always has the same name – Aladin.jar so to update Aladin you just need to 
delete the old file from your computer and replace it with the latest version. 
This has the advantage that any batch files or icons you have created to 
launch Aladin do not require editing.

While it is possible to launch Aladin with more memory from the command 
prompt it is easier to create a batch file which contains the commands that 
you would have to type at the command prompt. There is plenty of material on
the web about creating batch files. The thing to note is that you must use an 
editor such as Notepad to save the file in plain text format. If you use 
WordPad or Word you must ensure the file is saved as plain text and with the 
file extension .bat otherwise it will not work.

A typical line to launch Aladin would be:

java  -Xmx4096m -jar C:\Java\Aladin.jar %1
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The launches Aladin. The ‘-Xmx4096m’ launches Java and Aladin with 
4096Mbytes of memory reserved. This can be varied from default value of 
512M Bytes to a value close to the the RAM in your computer.

I have not given detailed instructions here as the exact method of doing this 
depends on the operating system on your computer.

Once you have installed and launched Aladin it is worth opening the user 
preferences ( Edit – User Preferences) and becoming familiar with the default 
settings. Aladin should work with the supplied defaults but there are a number
of options that you can change including the interface language and theme. In
some cases you might want to change the working directory location.
The Aladin Help is also worth viewing – unfortunately the English manual is 
rather out of date being based on V6. The Aladin FAQ gives a summary of the
changes that have been introduced and also as the name suggests attempts 
to answer some of the common questions. 

To test that Aladin is functioning just type the name of an object in the 
‘Command’ box and this should be displayed in a similar way to that in 
exercise 1. You can overlay the catalogue data by clicking on the appropriate 
bookmark icon under the command line. Note those on the left are other 
background images and on the right are catalogues. The catalogues are 
normally Gaia, Simbad & NED. Clicking on the plus sign will show you the 
description of each bookmark, it should be reasonably obvious which are 
images and which are catalogues. The HST Field of View is an exception as it
is an overlay but this is not normally enabled.
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